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Urkund – Plagiarism checking through Moodle 
 
Urkund has developed an integration with Moodle which makes it possible for users of this LMS (Learning 

Management System) to utilise the Urkund anti-plagiarism system from within a familiar platform. Urkund is 

the leading anti-plagiarism system in Scandinavia and is fully automated. It is developed with a focus on user 

friendliness and designed to make the job easier for the teacher/professor evaluating the authenticity of a 

submitted document. Urkund means you yourself won’t have to search for plagiarism. 

 

Effective coverage of three important source areas 

Documents passing through Urkund are checked against three source areas; the Internet, Information Partner 

material and previously submitted documents.  Should any part of a document be similar to any text that is 

part of the covered sources the system will flag the document as containing potential plagiarism. For more 

information on the system we recommend that you visit www.urkund.se/en or www.urkund.com  

 

Significant prevention and a stamp of approval 

With the help of Urkund there is no longer an option to plagiarise by taking material from the Internet without 

stating the source or by handing in a document that has previously been submitted at a University or school*. 

Thanks to Urkund the student receives a mark of quality on their work and is also protected from being used by 

others seeking to gain an unfair advantage through plagiarism.  

 

About this user guide 

This user guide show instructors how to implement Urkund into Moodle and how Moodle users go about to use 

the Urkund functionality. For instructions on how to otherwise use Moodle please refer to the instructions 

provided by Moodle.org  
 

Our customer support will help you – and your students 

Teachers and professors as well as students are welcome to contact our customer support should they run into 

a problem. Our support team will assist with all queries regarding Urkund via telephone workdays 08.00-17.00 

(GMT+1) or via e-mail. Customer support is free of charge to both faculty and students.   

 

 

For technical support: 

support@urkund.se 

+46 (0)8-738 52 10  

For information on Urkund services, prices and sales: 
info@prioinfo.se 
+46 (0)8 738 52 00  

 

PrioInfo AB  
Primusgatan 20 
Box 34101 
100 26 Stockholm 

SWEDEN 

 

 

* that also subscribes to Urkund  
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Installation guide for Moodle administrators 
 

Preparations 

 

‐ Contact support@prioinfo.se to receive your free of charge LMS-code 

 

‐ Install PHP with support for SOAP (http://se2.php.net/manual/en/book.soap.php) 

 

‐ Install the latest version of Moodle – present integration is tested on version 2007101533.02, relsease 

1.9.3+, build 20090121. Rekommended download today is 1.9.4+ 

 

‐ Set up e-mail in Moodle as described in the Moodle documentation. (www.moodle.org) 

 

‐ Download the Urkund integration from http://moodle.org/mod/data/view.php?id=6009 (search for 

Urkund) 

 

 

Installation of the Urkund integration 

 

‐ Unzip urkundassignment.zip to a catalogue named urkundassignment 

 

‐ Open the file ’urkundlms.php’ 

 

-  Enter the location of the web service here: 

function getUrkundIntegartionAddress() 

    { 

        $urkundIntegrationAddress = 'path_obtained_from_URKUND'; 

        return $urkundIntegrationAddress; 

    } 

 

-  Enter the master account details here (obtained from URKUND): 

     function getUrkundHttpAuth() 

    { 

        $urkundHttpAuth = 'user:password'; 

        return $urkundHttpAuth; 

    } 

 

-  Enter the language here: 

     function getAcceptLanguage() 

    { 

        $acceptLanguage = '(Lang_code example) en-US'; 

        return $acceptLanguage; 

    }. 

 

From this point the administrator is required to be logged in to Moodle 
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‐ Move the folder urkundassignment to the mod-folder in the Moodle-installation 

 

‐ Follow the instructions on how to add a new module into Moodle. These can be found at 

http://docs.moodle.org/en/Installing_contributed_modules_or_plugins 

 

‐ Language support is installed by adding the language-files in the corresponding moodle/lang/-folder  

 

Please note:  Every faculty member that is going to use Urkund need a personal Urkund user account 

available through either the person in charge of Urkund within your organisation OR 

through Urkund customer service.
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User instructions - faculty 

 
‐ In order to add an assignment that is to be processed by Urkund you must activate editing. Click ”Turn 

editing on”  

 

 

 

‐ Add a new activity in the week schedule. Select Urkund Assignment - Upload single file to 

Urkund.  
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Please note:  It is only possible to submit once per person per assignment 

It is only possible to submit one file per assignment  

It is only possible to submit file types supported by Urkund. Please refer to 

http://www.urkund.com/int/en/support_filformat.asp for a complete list 

  

‐ Fill in the information about the activity as normal In the field ”Urkund analysis-address” enter the 

address you received by Urkund. It usually has the format 

firstname.lastname.schoolcode@analysis.urkund.com If you have not received such and adress you 

will need to contact the person in charge of Urkund within you organisation OR contact Urkund 

customer support.  

 

All other fields in the activity creation process functions as normal.  

 



 

2011-04-20   7

 

To view an activity, simply click it in the weekly schedule.  

 

 

 

 

 

When your students begin submitting their documents you may view these by clicking View submitted 

Urkund assignments in the weekly schedule. Documents submitted to an Urkund assignment are 

automatically sent to Urkund by Moodle. 
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While the document pass through 
the Urkund system Moodle will 
report “Processing” analysis 

When Urkund is done processing 
the collumn ”Urkund Result” will 
display a colored box indicating 
how much of the document that 
has been found in other sources.  
Click the icon in the field ”Urkund 
analysis” to open the detailed 
review. 

If a problem should arise during 
the process an alert will be shown 
instead. Should this rare symbol 
show, please contact Urkund 
customer support. 
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The Urkund Analysis 
 

The analysis is opened in a new window by clicking on an icon in the list interface or on a link in the report. The 

content is uploaded in a new window (which demands connection to the Internet ) . This may take a couple of 

minutes depending on the size of the document and the speed of your Internet connection. The analysis is 

made up of five main segments, all of which are described below. The analysis is optimised for Internet 

Explorer 7 and screen resolution 1024*768 or higher. A lower resolution is less user-friendly and nothing we 

recommend. The images below show a 1280*1024 screen resolution 
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1 Analyzed document 

This field contains information about the analysed document. The information is close to 

identical to the information in the list interface or in the report.  

 

1:1 The name and running number of the document are used as identifiers. By clicking on the 

name the document  is opened in a separate window. Please note that in order to do so a 

compatible word processing program needs to be installed on your computer. E.g. to open a 

PDF-document a PDF-reader like Acrobat Reader needs to be installed. To open a DOCX-file 

you need MS Word 2007 or an earlier version with some upgrades 

(http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word/HA100444731033.aspx). 

 

1:2 This is the time when Urkund received the student’s document. The information is often used 

to see if a deadline has been met.  

 

1:3  This is the e-mail address from which the document has been sent. If the student has 

registered his or her name, this will be shown in its place. By clicking on the address/name, 

your normal e-mail client will open with the sender’s address filled in. If the student has not 

registered his or her name this can be requested through a function in the web based list 

interface. This function is particularly useful if the e-mail address is made up of letters non-

indicative of the student’s name. 

 

1:4 (functionality soon to be introduced) These rows are reserved for information gathered from 

the list interface.  

 

2 Document navigation 

The easiest way to navigate between the marked matches in the document is to use the 

buttons in this row. Another option is to use the vertical scroll bar at the centre of the analysis.  

 

2:1  By clicking here, you are taken directly to the first match found in the student’s document. The 

documents as well as the source, are adjusted to show the first part of the match at the top of 

their respective fields. 

2:2 By clicking here you are taken to the match you last visited. The document as well as the 

source, are adjusted to show the first part of the match at the top of their respective fields.

  

2:3 This number indicates which match in order is shown at the time 

2:4 By clicking here you will jump to the next match in the student’s document. The document as 

well as the source, are adjusted to show the first part of the match at the top of their 

respective fields. Please note that there may be many pages of text between the different 

matches. 
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3. The source document 

This field contains the sources found during our search. It is always the most significant (best) 

source which is displayed. (See Alternative sources below) 

 

3:1 This field lists the matches made during search. Note that this is a different percentage 

indication from what you see in the e-mail report or the web inbox. This percentage and the 

colour indicates how similar each segment of text is to the text of its primary source (Quality). 

The percentage in the e-mail report and the web inbox is an estimate of how much of the 

entire student text that has also been found in other sources – regardless of how similar it is 

(Quantity). 

3:2 Click to display a highlighted segment of the student text together with the text from the 

primary source 

3:3 The total number of sources found for each segment of text. Primary + secondary sources. 
 

4. Source management 

The most significant source for each match is always displayed. However, Urkund also have a 

built in functionality to show sources regarded to have lower significance. These tools are 

managed from the left hand side of the document navigation bar. 

(See a detailed description of Alternative Sources below) 

 

4:1 Options. This drop-down list holds two options: Show alternative matches within the block and 

Do not highlight quotes. By ticking the Show alternative matches within the block box any 

alternative sources that may have been found for the chosen match will be displayed. The Do 

not highlight quotes option toggles the quote functionality on and of 
 

 

4:2 Source summary: By clicking here, an overview of all sources found is presented in a new 

window. 

4:3 Print version. The built in browser print function cannot be used directly from the Analysis. Due 

to the structure of the Analysis you first need to open our printer friendly version and select 

print from there. 

4:4 Help. This is an online help that directs you to customer support. You will also find the latest 

User manual here.  
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5  Document-/source field 

This field contains the analysis. Through comparison between the student’s document and the 

sources found, the user can draw the necessary conclusions about the submitted material.  

 

 

 

 

After having been processed by the system, the student’s document loses some of its original 

appearance. To facilitate the review of the result on the screen, italics, underlining, and bold 

are removed and the font is replaced by Urkund’s standard, Verdana. All images and tables 

that cannot be converted into text are also removed. The size of the text is static but users 

working with MS Internet Explorer 7 or Firefox are able to enlarge the text via the build in 

functions for this in the respective operative systems. 

 

5  Document-/source field 

 

5:1 This is the student’s submitted document. Matches are marked with a coloured block with 

information provided at the top. The colour varies depending on the significance (%) of the 

sources found. This is done to highlight the degree of similarities between the document and 

the source. 
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Less                                                   More 

 

 

5:2 The sources are displayed on the right hand side. These have been converted just like the 

student’s document and the appearance may therefore be different to the original sources. 

Please note that Urkund only shows the part of the text that have been found similar to the 

student’s document, NOT the entire source. However, the source in full text can be viewed 

when clicking on the link to the original (see 5:6 below) 

 

5:3 This is the significance of the match. A percentage show how big the similarity is between the 

highlighted text in the student’s document and the corresponding text in the source. The 

percentage considers reformulations, move of words, synonyms and other types of linguistic 

modifications. However, please note that the percentage still only serves as an indication telling 

the user to investigate this specific passage further. Urkund never decides what is to be 

considered plagiarism. This decision is always made by the user according to the routines and 

policies applied at the educational organisation. 

 

5:4 This is the number of each match presented in falling order. On the source page, another 

number appears indicating which source the text comes from. 1:0 is always the source with the 

highest significance – the one found most similar to the student’s text. 1:1 is the source found 

to have the same or a slightly lower significance during our search. 1:2 follows 1:1 in 

significance and so on. (See Alternative sources below) 

 

5:5 This is the link to the source. By clicking here, the source in full text is opened and ready to be 

reviewed. (See Show source text below)  

 

5:6 This is the date when the source was saved at the place where Urkund found it. For example, 

the date when the document was placed in Urkund’s Archive or when a web page was 

published on the Internet. This information is useful when evaluating which version of the text 

was produces first. 
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Alternative sources 
Sometimes situations occur when a marked block of text is found in more than one source or contains smaller 

blocks found in another source. Urkund always displays the most significant match from a given piece of text 

and thereby includes the smaller matches as well. However, there might still be times when viewing alternative 

sources is interesting to the user. For example, when a piece of text has been matched with a document in our 

Archive, and the user wants to know if the text have been found on the Internet as well– or the other way 

around. 

 

 

A:1 Under Options you will find Show alternative matches within the block. By ticking this box any 

alternative sources that may have been found for the chosen match will be displayed.  

The alternative sources always correspond with the marked blocks in the student’s document. 

When switching blocks, the alternative sources are also changed to those corresponding to the 

new passage. By ticking out this box the alternative sources are closed. 

 

A:2 The list expands to show all alternative matches found. If more than one alternative source has 

been found, please use the scroll bar to view them all. 

 

A:3 The text from the alternative sources is presented under this row. If large blocks of text are 

being dealt with, the field’s scroll bar may be used to view these. 

 

A:4 The alternative source is presented in the same way as the one with the highest significance, 

but contains the same or fewer similarities (%) to the student’s document as source X:0. 

Please note that the alternative match may start anywhere in the marked block in the student’s 

document. This means that you have to find the beginning of the text manually. A good way of 

doing this is to highlight the marked text in the source, chose “copy” and then use the built in 

search function of your web reader. 
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Quotes 
 
Correctly placed quotes are highlighted with a purple background and made italic in the Analysis by default. 

This feature can be toggled on and of by checking and un-checking the Do not highlight quotes alternative. 

Quotes are not in any way excluded from being checked by the system. Please note that quotes at times may 

be inverted if the student makes any mistakes when placing them in the text, this is unfortunately beyond 

Urkund’s control. 
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Forwarding the Analysis 
Sometimes the user may want to send the analysis to a colleague for help with the review or perhaps to the 

disciplinary board as an attachment when reporting a case of plagiarism. The user may also want to show the 

student the result of the analysis. Urkund’s analysis has a built in function to allow you to easily forward it to a 

third party via e-mail. This function can be used irrespective of using the web based list interface or receiving 

your reports via e-mail. All it takes is that you have an e-mail client installed on the computer from which the 

analysis is reviewed, and that you know the receiver’s e-mail address. 

 

 

F:1 By clicking on [Forward] an already filled in e-mail is opened. Naturally, all text can be changed 

(apart from the link to the analysis) to a message the user finds appropriate. 

 

F:2 An example of an e-mail client  

 

F:3 The subject field is filled in with ”[Urkund] Report forwarded by a colleague ( diarie number 

concerned)” 

 

F:4 The user needs to fill in the receiver’s e-mail address. Please note; Never forward an analysis 

to a colleague’s address at Urkund, Always chose a standard e-mail address for this purpose.  

 

F:5 A descriptive text and the link to the Analysis. 

 

 

  

 

 



 

2011-04-20   17

Documents from the Internet 

If a source has been found on the Internet, the original full text version is displayed in a separate window. The 

Analysis remains behind the new window. No matches are marked in the external source. 

 

         

Source summary 
By clicking on Source summary on the source management bar, a summary of all sources matched with the 

submitted document is displayed. Please note that all of these sources do not necessarily result in significant 

matches in the text once the final analysis has been made. The source summary is displayed in a separate 

window above the Analysis itself. 

 
 

K:1 The Analysis remains behind the list. 

K:2 List of sources found. 

K:3 In this column the origin of each source is displayed. The status may vary between [Archive], 

[Partner] and [External source/Internet]. 

K:4 Link to the source origin. By clicking on the link, the source is opened according to Show 

source text above. 

K:5 Time and date for when the source was saved on its original place. E.g. published on the 

Internet or saved in our Archive 

K:6 Click here to return to the review setting of the Analysis 
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User guide – Students 

There are no differences in using Moodle with Urkund functionality on or using Moodle with it off.   

‐ Click the activity where you are to submit your document 

 

‐ Browse the file you whish to upload 

 

       …and click Upload this file 
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Done. You will soon receive a document confirmation letter in you in-box. Please read this through 

thoroughly. Urkund will not inform anyone other than the receiving teacher/professor of the result 

of our analysis. If your teacher/professor decides that there are reasons to discuss the result with 

you it is entirely up to him/her to contact you on that matter. 

 


